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I .  B E I N G :  P OT E N CY  AN D  AC T

Being (ens)
Being in potency (ens in potentia) — that which can be but is not yet

Being in act (ens in actu) — that which already exists

Existence (esse)
Substantial (esse simpliciter) — that a thing exists at all: “man exists”

Accidental (esse secundum quid) — that a thing exists as something: “man is white”

I I .  M AT T E R  AN D  F O R M

Matter (materia) = potency

Matter from which (materia ex qua)

in potency to substantial existence

properly called Prime Matter (materia prima / hyle)

incomplete existence of itself; receives being from form

Matter in which (materia in qua)

in potency to accidental existence

properly called Subject (subiectum)

complete existence of itself; gives being to the accident

Form (forma) = act; that from which something has existence

Substantial

form

(forma

substantialis)
—

causes substantial existence

in act

Accidental

form

(forma

accidentalis)
—

causes accidental existence in

act

N.B. All artificial forms are accidental. Art operates only on that which is already constituted in existence by nature.

I I I .  T H E  T H R E E  P R I N C I P L E S  O F  NAT U R E

Per se (essential; remain in the thing)
Matter — that in which form and privation are understood
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Principles of Nature Form — that by reason of which generation takes place

Per accidens (accidental; does not remain) Privation (privatio) —

principle of becoming, not of

existing

Privation

absence of form in a determined subject apt to receive it

coincident with matter (same in subject, different in definition)

necessary accident: matter is never without privation of some form

Absence of Form
Privation (privatio) — in a subject apt to receive the form (blindness in man)

Negation (negatio) — does not determine a subject (non-seeing in a stone)

I V.  G E N E R AT I O N  AN D  C O R RU P T I O N

Generation (generatio) = from privation to form

Simply

speaking
(simpliciter) —

substantial form introduced; a thing comes

to be

In a certain

respect

(secundum

quid)
—

accidental form introduced; a thing comes

to be as this

Corruption (corruptio) = from form to privation
Simply speaking — substantial form lost; a thing ceases to be

In a certain respect — accidental form lost; a thing ceases to be as this

N.B. Prime matter and form are neither generated nor corrupted. Only the composite is generated. If matter were generated, there would

be a matter of matter ad infinitum.

V.  T H E  F O U R  CAU S E S

Causes (causae)

Intrinsic (parts constituting the thing)
Material —

that from which a thing is made and which remains in

it

Formal — the form or pattern by which a thing is what it is

Extrinsic (outside the thing)
Efficient — that from which the principle of motion is

Final — that which is intended by the agent; the end

N.B. Every agent, both natural and voluntary, intends an end. Natural agents intend the end without deliberation: “to intend this is

nothing else than to have a natural inclination to something.”

V I .  P R I N C I P L E ,  CAU S E ,  AN D  E L E M E N T
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Principle (principium) — widest
that which is primary, whether existence of a posterior follows or not

includes privation (from which generation begins, though existence does not follow)

Cause (causa) — narrower
that from whose existence another follows

applies to both intrinsic and extrinsic; excludes privation (except per accidens)

Element (elementum) — narrowest
that of which a thing is primarily composed, which is in it, and not divided by form

applies only to intrinsic material causes

Principle ⊃ Cause ⊃ Element. Every element is a cause; every cause is a principle. Not conversely.

V I I .  R E L AT I O N S  A M O N G  T H E  CAU S E S

Priority

By generation and time (imperfect prior to perfect)
Matter prior to form

Efficient cause prior to end

By substance and perfection (perfect prior to imperfect)
Form prior to matter

End prior to efficient cause

The End as Cause of Causes (finis est causa causarum)

End → efficient cause: causes it to be an efficient cause (the agent acts for the sake of the end)

End → matter: causes it to be matter (matter receives the form only for the sake of the end)

End → form: causes it to be form (form perfects the matter only through the end)

The efficient cause is the cause of that which is the end (it brings the end into actual existence), but it does not cause the end to be the

end.

Necessity
Absolute (necessitas materiae) — from material and efficient causes; without impediment

Conditional (necessitas finis) — from formal and final causes; necessary only if the end is to be attained

Coincidence of causes

Form, end, and efficient cause can coincide (e.g. fire generates fire)

End coincides with form numerically (form of thing generated = end of generation)

End coincides with efficient cause specifically, not numerically (man generates man)

Matter never coincides with the others (potency ≠ act; imperfect ≠ perfect)
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V I I I .  D I V I S I O N S  O F  E AC H  CAU S E

Any cause may be

Prior / Remote more universal (art with respect to health)

Posterior / Proximate more particular (the doctor with respect to health)

Essential / Accidental
essential: cause as such (builder → house)

accidental: happens to the cause (grammarian builds)

Simple / Composed
simple: one thing is said to be the cause

composed: many must come together (many men move a ship)

In act / In potency
in act: cause and effect simultaneous (builder building)

in potency: can cause but does not now (builder sleeping)

IX .  T H E  T H R E E  M O D E S  O F  P R E D I CAT I O N

Predication

Univocal
same name and same definition

e.g. “animal” of man and ass

Equivocal
same name but different definition

e.g. “dog” of the animal and the star

Analogical

diverse natures attributed to one same thing

three modes:

Attribution to one

end
—

“healthy” of body, urine, food → all ordered to

health

Attribution to one

agent
—

“medical” of doctor, midwife, instrument → all

attributed to medicine

Attribution to one

subject
—

“being” of substance, quantity, quality → all

attributed to substance

N.B. Being is not a genus, because no genus is predicated of its species according to prior and posterior. Being is predicated analogically:

primarily of substance, secondarily of the other categories.

X .  ANAL O GY  O F  P R I N C I P L E S  AC RO S S  T H E  CAT E G O R I E S

Numerically same — same matter & form (Tullius and Cicero)

Specifically same — same in species, diverse in number (Socrates and Plato)
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Principles of things Generically same — same in genus, diverse in species (man and ass)

Analogically same — same only in proportion (substance and quantity)

Conclusion: “Just as substance is the cause of the others, so the principles of substance are the principles of all the others.”
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